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Since the beginning of our fiscal year, 
October 1, we have had six interesting 
resignations from this Association. Two 
resigning members state that we “are 
pro-German,” while four others have 
withdrawn implying that we are too 
friendly to France. During the same 
period 216 new members have joined the 
F. P. A. 
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PARIS, BERLIN AND LONDON 


ONCILIATION is fashionable in 

Paris today. Poincaré’s concessions 
last week to Britain were followed on 
November 23 by an overwhelming vote 
of confidence (506 to 70) in the Chamber 
of Deputies. This unprecedented ma- 
jority has been variously interpreted. In 
part, it registers relief that the growing 
isolation of France has been at least tem- 
porarily checked. It also represents gen- 
eral satisfaction with the agreement 
signed that day between the French gov- 
ernment and the German industrialists 
in the Ruhr, by which the latter promise 
to deliver on the reparations account 18 
per cent of their coal production and to 
pay coal taxes for the period of January 
1 to November 1, amounting to $15,000,- 
000 and in future to pay ten francs per 
ton on all coal sold. This agreement is 
for six months. 

Granted the good faith of the parties 
to the contract, the fulfillment of this 
settlement depends upon two factors: 
the willingness of the workers to abandon 
the eight-hour day and the possibility of 
selling in Germany the other 82 per cent 
of the production. This latter condition 
in turn depends upon the re-establish- 
ment of something like normal business 
conditions throughout the Reich. Ob- 
viously, therefore, it is too early to be 
sure that France will receive as a result 
of this arrangement as much coal as was 
received before the costly and disinte- 
grating Ruhr occupation. 

London 

To the delight of the French, the set- 
tlement with the Ruhr industrialists 
brings Britain face to face with an em- 
barrassing dilemma. Apparently the Brit- 
ish government must either withdraw her 
present contention that the Ruhr occu- 
pation is illege] or else waive her claim 


to any portion of the reparations secured 
through that occupation. Britain cannot 
permit herself to be put in the position 
of receiving “stolen goods.” 

The most interesting single recent de- 
velepoment in the British campaign is 
the defection of the Rothermere and 
Beaverbrook press, which seriously les- 
sens Baldwin’s chances to maintain his 
present strength in the next House. In- 
triguing rumors are afloat that Lords 
Beaverbrook and Rothermere, together 
with Winston Churchill, Austen Cham- 
berlain and Lord Birkenhead, were in 
October planning to revive the idea of a 
middle party headed by Lloyd George 
and with imperial tariff preference as 
the major plank in its platform. Any such 
plan was completely wrecked by Lloyd 
George’s sudden decision to come out for 
free trade, thus assuring the reunion of 
the two wings of the Liberal Party. If, 
as is possible, no one of the three parties 
has a workable majority after the elec- 
tion, it will not be surprising to see such 
a realignment of forces within the next 
few months as would bring Lloyd George 
back to power. 

Berlin 

Stresemann has been made a scape- 
goat. Called into power to liquidate 
passive resistance, he was displaced 
November 23, when that ungrateful task 
was completed. His successor, whoever 
he may be, will face a task of infinite diffi- 
culties. Unless he can organize a coalition 
cabinet and tthus secure a parliamentary 
majority, the Reichstag is to be dissolved. 
In this event, a virtua] dictatorship will 
probably be declared. In the meantime, 
the issuance of the rentenmark, the new 
“gold” currency, has been discontinued. 
There seem no hopeful signs anywhere. 
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However, if France will now be con- 
tent with her hold on the Ruhr and with 
whatever reparations can be secured 
there through coal and taxes and will 
permit Germany to work out her do- 
mestic problems, there is yet a bare 
chance that further political and eco- 
nomic disorganization of the Reich can 
be prevented. Poincaré’s attitude during 
the next few weeks will be a severe test 
of his avowals that France wishes merely 
reparations and security and not the 
break-up of Germany. 

JAMES G. MCDONALD. 


The New German Treaty 

O N NOVEMBER 26, the text of a pro- 

posed draft of a new treaty of amity, 
commerce and commercial rights be- 
tween the United States and Germany 
was given to the press. The important 
feature of this draft is the provision that 
there is to be no discrimination against 
German shipping. Thus does President 
Coolidge propose to follow in the steps 
of former President Wilson when the lat- 
ter refused to carry out the provisions of 
the Jones Merchant Marine Act which 
would have required the abrogation of 
some twenty-three important treaties in 
order to grant preferential tariff treat- 
ment of goods carried in American ves- 
sels. It remains to be seen whether the 
Senate will ratify a treaty which in effect 
negatives the Jones Act. The Adminis- 
tration is to be commended for its re- 
fusal to carry out a policy of discrimina- 
tion against foreign vessels which could 
only end in retaliation and possibly em- 
bittered international relations. 


Conference on Communications and 
Transport 

4 ee second general Conference on Com- 

munications and Transport under the 
auspices of the League of Nations opened 
at Geneva on November 15. This body 
vill continue the admirable work begun by 
he first conference which met in Barce- 
‘ona. Unfortunately the United’ States 
government has again refused to send of- 
ficial representatives, limiting its coopera- 
tion to authorizing the attendance in an 
unofficial capacity of our consul at Geneva. 
Surely, if there is any subject in all inter- 
national relations which our government 
ought to be prepared to discuss officially 
with the rest of the world, it is the intri- 
cate maze of commercial and economic 
interests involved in the problems on the 
agenda for the Geneva meeting. It is 
absurd that the United States is not rep- 
resented by the best qualified members 
of the Department of Commerce, if only 
to protect our own interests. 


F. P. A. Committee on Lausanne Treaty 
The ratification of the Lausanne Treaty 


recently negotiated between our govern- 
ment and Turkey is apparently to be vig- 
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orously opposed. Under the leadership of 
former Ambassador Gerard, a committee 
of well-known men and women are under- 
taking an active national campaign against 
favorable action by the Senate. On the 
other hand, many persons well-informed, 
including Dr. James L. Barton, Secretary 
of the American Board of Missions, Chair- 
man of the Near East Relief and repre- 
sentative at Lausanne of American religi- 
ous, educational and philanthropic inter- 
ests in the Near East, are urging ratifica- 
tion. In view of these sharp differences 
of opinion, the F. P. A. is organizing a 
small special sub-committee of people in- 
timately acquainted with various phases 
of the Turkish situation to make an im- 
partial study of the text of the Treaty. 
It is hoped that later this committee will 
issue a dispassionate and analytical re- 
port. 


Interpreting the League Covenant 

HE special Committee of Jurists, pro- 

vided for by the League Council dur- 
ing the last Assembly to interpret those 
points of controversy about the jurisdic- 
tion of the League which arose in connec- 
tion with the Corfu crisis, is meeting in 
Geneva this week. Some or all of the five 
questions to be answered by these author- 
ities may later, if the Council so decides, 
be referred to the Permanent Court of In- 
ternational Justice. Most of the questions 
relate to the power of the Council and to 
the obligations of members of the League 
under Articles XII, XV and XVI of the 
Covenant. 


Russian Recognition 


HE Soviet government owes Samuel 

Gompers a debt of gratitude for call- 
ing the American people’s attention in a 
striking way to the growing ranks of those 
who are urging recognition of the Russian 
government. The veteran President of 
the American Federation of Labor unwit- 
tingly accomplished this result when on 
November 22 he issued an elaborate state- 
ment charging with “sheer affrontery” 
those who are agitating in this country 
for re-establishment of diplomatic or 
trade relations with Moscow. Though his 
attack was aimed primarily at William 
Randolph Hearst, Mr. Gompers took oc- 
casion to list among the “international fi- 
nanciers, concession hunters, oil magnates 
and the like” who favor the resumption of 
normal relations with Russia, some of our 
most conservative and substantial business 
interests. Either Mr. Gompers does not 
know what he is talking about or else the 
cause of recognition has been making re- 
markable progress here. Incidentally, it 
should be noted that both the Liberal] and 
Labor parties in England are openly ad- 
vocating de jure recognition of Russia, 
while even Premier Baldwin is reported as 
leaning in that direction. 
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